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Everything a great Lotus should be.
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I'LL. SPARE you any susper
the Lotus 2-Eleven is brilliant
“It’s an engineer’s response to
the 340R.” admits Lotus’s head
development, Nick Adams. “The
2-Eleven is a track day enthusiasts’
idea of a track car”
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higher and stiffer sills than the

latest model), mated to the latest

loyota-engined rear subframe. And

at 745kg, the 2-Eleven somehow

carmies 190kg less than even a non-
pooned Exige S.

S0 it'’s spartan inside, then? Just a
I'here are seats, harnesses and
ng controls, .md that’s about it:

ndscreen, hood or doors.

WET COMmes *'T{:rm the
percharged w ntt'ln of the Toyota
3-hitre engine, but from the track-

Exage 225 Cup. Normally it's

ezal, but the 2-Eleven
through low-volume
The wick's turned up
at 8000rpm, and it’s as
vou d imagine.
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The 2-Eleven has an enormous
powerband, huge performance and
the rortiest exhaust I've heard in an
Elise-based car. Which., on a track,
makes the new car brilliant. The
steering is exquisitely weighted
(it’s actually lighter at low speeds
because of the reduced mass), and
Is as responsive, communicative
and as linear as they come,

Drive up to its limits and the
2-Eleven nudges into gentle
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There are four air scoops atop the ﬂ

body of a 2-Eleven. The front pair are
ostensibly for engine bay cooling, but
also serve to slice a slow-moving
boundary layer of air just before those
intercooler-feeding rear vents, soitonly *
gets higher-speed air.

So although the Exige — whose air intake is in the roof —

has what seems a superior scoop location, the 2-Eleven’s are
actually more efficient.
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Gorgeous rims help reduce un;prung mass

A
E?gunuml::s are great because, er, there's nothing to distract you S 8 wag
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most performance cars — especially enough ones not to give it the full p 4 FACTFILE

those with 338bhp per tonne - vou five stars? Not by a long chalk. This - |

an't get close to its limits most of car 18 a serious piece of work. 1l g LOTUS 2-ELEVES

he time, but even stroking it along MATT PRIOR S Br: Price

it 60 or 70 per cent is a joy. The 5’ Top speed

reering is still wonderful and the SO GOOD £ ‘ | 0-60mph
rine 18 flexible. It even rides well. : Economs
ownsides? A few. Caterhams, ®Performancetrulyis ' ' C0; emssmes

h have both a hood and boot to phenomenal i : Kerd wegh
2-Eleven’s neither, are actually B Divine handling, which can | = - Engme
e j't"-'11;;tl And the Lotus is not be adjusted to suit you i/
The track car is £39.995; B Theviewoutis great

* \-approved road car gets a B Roomy, comfortable cockpit
. non-FIA driver’s seat, a

”..'.'. harness instead of six. ND GDDD
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‘Lotus is right on track’ \What matters this week
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These cars don't have to be praciics ue s

TraCKStars not a necessity and equipment  : Iits

absence. So imagine it's a glorious spring day, and you il De Griving
down some of your favourite roads to a track day. Wnat 0o you g0 In:

Lotus 2-Eleven £29 995

Straightin at the top. The 2-Eleven has an imemense Dlend of track and road brilliance.
On a race track it's ludicrousty fast. vet approachable in 3 way Lotuses should be, The
steering is the best in the business, and the 2520hp supercharged Toyota engine is the
most engaging an Elise variant has yet hae. On the drive to and from the arcuit it's
brilliant too: fast when you want, enoyatie when you don't. We want one.

Fast, exciting, approachable. The best track day car thereis » » % # *

Porsche911GT3RS £94 =0

No ather car could be driven with szsch confidence down a decent road, lapped to
within an inch of its life on a oo, 2nd then happely be driven hard home again. Yes,
the GT3 RS costs £94,280, which 52 kot for a vehicle with a plastic rear window, but

you'll be amazed at what this car ¢a

Caterham R400 £29 495

The RA00 is back. And this time it doesn't have an engine that feels likely to implode
the 10th time you rev it past 7000rpen. The new 2.0-litre, 210bhp Caterham-fettied
Ford motor is peachy and lighter than the old K-senes motor, while its instant torque
lets you play more tunes with the chasss, Ina word, wonderful

Lotus Exige S £34,945
Happiness is a track-focused car by Lotus. Think of this as 911 GT3-lite: four cylinders
instead of six, 218bhp instead of 415bhwp and crucially, 935kg instead of 1375kg. S0
the Exige is delightfully agile and has gorgeous unassisted steering. Its brakes and
B mechanicals are easily up to a hard day's track pounding too.

Ariel Atom supercharged £35.000

No 460kg road car really needs 300bhp, but if the chassis can handle it, and the
Atom's (just about) can, then wiy the hell not? The supercharged Atom operatesina
world of acceleration usually reserved for superbike riders. It is breathtaking and
delightful in equal measure, With a dose of "a bit bonkers’ thrown in, too.

Towota Land Cruiser £35k Maserati Gransport £67k
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Suzuki Swift £9000
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1 Rolls-Royce Phantom BMW has
reinvented a legend.

2 Bentley Flying Spur Very
comfortable and very fast.

3 Ferrari 612 Scaglietti Not a limo,
but still has room for four.

4 Aston Martin Rapide Not here
yet, but it's coming soon.

5 Maybach 62 Tasteless, expensive
and bettered by an 5-class.

1 Audi RS4 Avant Not massive but
there's quattro traction, great
handling and a sweet V8.

2 BMW M5 Touring As good as the
saloon but with more space.

3 Mercedes E63 Stupid amount of
power and a huge boot.

4 Audi S6 Avant Has style and Lambo
V10 but an uncomfortable ride.

5 Chrysler 300CSRTS8 For the
performanceit's abargain but it
lacks finesse,

1 BMW 3-series Excellent
engineering, brilliant drive,

2 Mercedes C-class Runsthe
Three close, stylish looks.

3 Audi A4 Feeling its age but the
badge holds appeal.

4 Alfa 159 Credible effort from
the Italians.

5 Lexus 1S250 Makes 3-serjes
look boring. Poor overall.




