PORSCHE
CARRERA GT

Is this the world's greatest ever
supercar? We drive it

FORD’S 200MPH
FERRARI RIVAL

Can it really be that good?
Ol te “ £ }’1’ d and track

SUPERCAR
HEAVEN

ITHREE CARS T0 DIE FOR: FERRARI ENZO TAKES ON
KUENIGSEGG CC8S AND PAGANI ZONDA C12S
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190bhp Toyota engine for
s 52£lﬁe‘b353d *COHEE,.: 5

-h"rli'"._,-_ L
i

'.. h 3 = il s ".-""-. 3 3 1 - " " .
i ,':, e R,
; - ek s 0. " Mk
e g --—r-..#.ﬁ-+ g %
. o .'- E i M L _a-._.- i - - -
k & I 1-"-'r" o J gt i - 5,
; .= - sy f' i | ||
e r""'-r-rh'l"' ‘l'd'"\.- " = -:Ir.n-‘f- -
- _.._'_ o ol ' d = I'lq." . -.J' ! - ATFE 3 .
g - -“-'l-n-i-ﬂ.-l-i. _4._.__ / o R r . - o T-T 6 ?.l'fl ':
- r' d'*._-_,, - e = | q. ‘-:
_ ,-""""""-*-- 'E e e gg_-gp_ B Toney _
A - . .r_ =
+ B~ el ""-"'r:lf:--,.r..;.g_, p - ; g - :
----- i ;- = "d-' 'll """""I-I-".‘- : pe
by ST A L S e ﬂﬂ"'



[Lﬂtﬂ.l Exige 52]

TURNI NG

L
he
| v
o
| 3

A new Exige and, more significantly, a new engine: Toyota's 190bhp
1.8-litre VVTLI, which will also power the American-spec Elise

Words: John Barker | Pldetures: Andy Morgan
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: i'}rmu‘ and peady dev clopment
- car means a lot w Lotus. Six months
- trom now, The production Series 2
) 'I'ilhu*ﬂ.l at the Geneva
*show. It will gliot and gleam, its
) :- ,IF . fastback-scy . 1 arrract
. comment, but what everyone will be wonderin is
hoow it s with the 190bhp Toyes 1 5-litre
V VT LI under is engine cover Since 165 launch in
1796, the Elise has been powered by iany
eranons of the Rover K-senes, the most potent of
them mnstalled 1n the back of the S1 Exige, so this
18 a big change tor Lotus. And it's biggger than the
Exige, because the Tovora engane will also power
the up-coming “North Amencan-spec Elise,
Our presence at | lethel w drve the first
proton, pe so far ahead of the launch is mutually
benehoak we ger w drve the new engine and el
you, potential Lotus customers, what we think
it, and | rus gets carly feedback on what s a
aigniﬁc:m cnganeering changy
{]ul"pim-d:rl of the VVT L1 engme i Tovoras s
well documented and regular reoders wall know

that it isp'tone of our favourites. In our first drve
of the Celica 10 VYT (now T-Sport) we wniote
't get the most from 1t vou have to drve it hike
you 're trying 1o blow the thing o pieces’, When we
tned it in the heavier, soggy Corolla we were less
kind. In short, it was dire = it seemed 0 has ¢ veny
lirde wrque and even when you got it into the
power band between 6000 and 3000rpm, the gear
ratus made rnh.lrutmg_:l_'.' hard 10 Lﬁ:'p there

“The Celica and Caorolla are much heavier cars
than the Exige and therefore the lack of tonque
1sn € s0 apparcnt, points out Exige 52 progect
cogineer Geoff Grose. He savs that pulling from
low revs the Tovota-engined Exage i< as fase as the
Else THES with the 156bhp K-senes V VU engine,
W .'Ti] H | rl'.'..ll \IHI".I: L] “'1' “h‘l‘.'rl- tfﬂ‘: h‘l'.LFh-'Ilrfl hm'
duranon valve oming kicks in. 'It’s like having two
e in llu'.' he states

We'll soon see tor ourselves, but why change at
ill: The K-seres 1s a very good lietde engane;
compact, remarkably hght and Brnsh oo, all
positn. ¢ factors for a ightweght Brish sports car
Tt will continue to be used in Luropean Elises tor @
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Chassis defined by great
balance and excellgnt grip
from Yokohama ADLSs, yet
po Can still Pood around f

you wanl. Wing Bt e |
helps create downforce
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MATTHEW BECKER

DYNAMICS ENGINEER
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