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Lotus is about to
launch the Elise

on the American
market. It's a bold
move, and we've
had a sneak
preview of the car
that’s carrying the
company’s hopes ©
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excitement seep from Tony
Shute like an infectious disease;

he can hardly sit sull he's so

!':rq.'ci-u;l A JO-vear veteran of

|.utl'.-_ Shute 1s programme
leader tor w h,l‘.‘ ]_n'.".:- calls the
Federal Elise = to vou and me, that's an Amencan

spec version of Lotus's bare bones sports car — and
he s ust back trom gving the car its hrst othcal

ainng at the Los Angeles Auto Show. Keacnon to
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Whach s -,:ilrn.f news for Lotus. Effectively a one
model manufacturer since the departure from
Furope of the Esprit last vear (iromically, the
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months. It seems that evervone in the UK who “Those factors give us a head start, plus Lotus
wants an | I'."-l.' f1as .J|r't.'-ll.j‘. L O Which makes |..'!._'.'.'.r.'l.'-‘".r:'..' has had to '.:t'-t'i'r_;' several othet

the virgin Amencan market an important one, manufacturers cars for the LS, mv last Federa
although the company 18 also making inroads 1nto Project was the Vanguish. Our homologation
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remember, the MGB became the world's best capoled into revealing how much the Federal
selling SPOTTs car after it was embraced warmiy Fhise progect cost, but does et ‘E';‘ that it was
Uncle Sam: ditto the MX-5. No wonder Shute has three to four umes the amount spent o
o0t an attack of the hdgets de ¢'!*|p;.'-_' the S1 Elise. So we're talking tens of
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Mew Toyols powered Else goes
through its paces ot Hethel The
s Federal-spec car, but we're
getting Toyols engine in UK tog
Despite small shift in weight
Salance with heawner engine
handl:ng Lrgely unchanged, with
rutial understeer, throttie-induced
oversieer Mew design of alloy
wheel linset| for Sports versions of
Federal Elise, clasmed to be
vitra-Lght. made n Russ:a
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“Then your shiny new sports car must
survive a 120,000-mile durability test with
no parts replacement - not even the cam belt’
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WAITING IN THE WINGS
EXIGE READY FOR LAUNCH
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the shift action s wonderfully slick and positive,
unlike before, there's now never any doubt that
vou have actually selected a fresh rano

As we discovered in the Errutr!n e Tovora-
engined S2 Exige we drove in issue 061, the 2.0
litre VVTL-1 power unit, despite being the
gutsiest motor vet fieted o 2 productnon Elise,
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management strategy booting up to release 2
torrent of extra energy, almost turbo-like in its
intensity. Approaching the step-up point, the
Elise hardly fele reluctant, but now it’s moving as
if assisted by Johnny Wilkinson's golden right
foor. The increase in pace is tangible, but just in
case you'd missed the point, the engine note kicks
over from glam rock w thrash metal; the Spor
190 K-series stll has it licked for aural aggression,
however

Bur the point is that the VVTL-1 engine is a
standard unit, not a motorsport special, and
should keep doing its thang long after the Sport
190 has been 1in for 1ts second maywr rebuild. And
youre not going to be disappointed with s
performance — Lotus claims top speed is lifted to
1 50mph, while the 0-60mph figure drops (from
5.2sec) to 4.9sec tor the base Fed-spec Elise, and
to 4.7sec for the Sports version with Yokohama
AOH48 rvres and hirmed-up suspension

What's important, though, 15 how the Toyota
cngine alvers the character of the Elise. You car
still drive it in the
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LOTUS Elise

Engine In-lne &-cpt
Location Transwerss, med-mounted
Displacement 1796¢t
Cylinder block Alumensm sioy
H'ilﬁrhﬂ ALurmrim mur sohe. four vaves p-rr-
cytnder, variable valve timing and Lt IWTL-i|
Fuel and ignition L otus eectrone engne r'u;#;r;u_ﬂt |
milt-poent fuel inechion, electron grton

Slax power 189bho @ 7800rpm
Max torgue 12016 ft @ 6800rpm
Transmission Toyota s -speed. close-rat manual
e -wheel drrve

Front suspension Unequal-ength doubis wishbones
Bilstean dampers, Ebach springs, anb-roll bar

Rear suspension Jregual length double wshbones

Bdsten dampers, Edach springs, anti-roll bar
Rack and peruor

Brakes Lotus/AP Racing front callpers

Brembe rear callipers. vented and
drilied descs, four -channel ABS

Wheels x 16an Ir 130 8. Fumetmum alioy

Tyres R14& tromt 725765 R17 rea

Weight (kerbl Bl - Pt

Power -to-weight Tong

0-60mph p -

Mar speed

Insurance group

Basic price & -

On sale
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