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L.TUS EUSE

da e o th Just une of the best cars Lotus has ever made but one of the
HENE a ST s oAk, S ; greatest sports cars ever to grace our roads.
AT ' v ot ' | Words: Bml'IFraser Photography: Max Earaygﬂmﬂ Ff:asar
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; Mﬂ is pu& u?'ﬁwmd ) division, yet Artioli b n numbers. All brilliant stuff, a-
; execite uhﬂhpmﬁies is namﬁ;e ﬁsﬂhtunpdrlsurmsﬂmbnst mntﬂbutmgmaca(‘lhaldﬂgpshkn uﬂur
ﬁmlszequumnasubhm advertisement that the company could have, You can now buy that brilliance for as little as |
-~ driving emﬂéqmm ; -Make one, he told the team, only for less money . £6500, a sum that gets you the: basic 1.8-litre K-
immediate; its:ability to fuse its sou mﬂm}h ~‘than Ford would spend on a new door handle - series-powered with a humble yet ample
is Unsurpassed. And il’ﬂhatmimpg..splﬁmﬂ “for the Fiesta. 118bhp. There are gutsier versions of the 51
bond that makes an Elise feel em-.r bitas + Givén'more budget, the development guys Elise, with 135bhp, 143bhp, 160bhp and a
_spedial as anﬁfi?rari‘ Larﬁhurgﬁml o confess they might have had grander ideas. ~  raging 190bhp, all of which are hilgely
with five times the horsepower If you love Cgﬂvsuapped as they weré, they reverted to the  appealing, butit’sithe more affordable and
dfiﬁng, you'll adore the Elise. : ‘main principle of Lotus founder, Colin Chapman_ plentiful basic model- that best iflustrites hnrw
Ne-:esslt-,r fashioned the Elise, because ;t . =light weight, achieved throUgh ingenious = you can | make :nmparan-.reb; little go an . >>

i nlrftlted invention. By the early laﬂns ial:us % o “sunplmt'gr H:anr,e a chassis made fmm emuded nwﬁ.IHang wagr A
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GUIDE: LOTUS €ElLISseE

little ﬂ'm'l can I'I'Iﬂ'l’d'l the Elise dr undemand mﬂmlubquhiv

That's the beauty of Once you're in, however, the Elise fits like a
purity for you. bespoke suit, its pedals and steering wheel of t

That said, you have to ‘get’ the Elise, be - directly ahead of you, its big sills serving  inductions Iﬂts and sports —
comfortable with what the practical expression of  as both armrest and reassuring protection. The But from the second ~ the inch - it first
‘no compromise’ actually means. And that starts  steering wheel is just the right diameter and moves, the Elise confirms the legend. The

with physically getting into it. For some people thickness, the gearlever is situated ﬁgﬂuﬁm& suspension follows every contour and lump of
the inelegant dance and extreme limb folding your arm naturally falls. A simple binnacle is host  the road surface, yet somehow filters out the

required to slot a human adult behind its small to an easily read Stack speedometer and bumpiness while retaining the essential

diameter steering wheel is an unacceptable price  tachometer; other infarmation is also displayed topographical information. Flex your wrists ge

to pay; for the rest of us the strange ritual is there, but it doesn't distract from the two things  to the left or right and the nose immediately
r

SUPERCARS AND SCOOBIES ARE GOING
TO BE PERPLEXED BY YOUR CONTINUED
PRESENCE IN THEIR REAR VIEW MIRRORS
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wu;ntumchasshundmhﬁwuapprm hnudnnaswﬂhrtnﬁ even with the hood off,
s torque, that what you do with the throttle, brakes, heat-soak from the engine bay will make you
mn'lpamhd’\f puwerpﬂk (5500rpm), and ~ gearbox and steering actually makes a sweat. There's little luggage space and little in

uninspiring soundtrack, the K-series isn't a Wm no electronics clouding the  the way of creature comforts.

thrilling engine, but the inherent lightness of the  issue, so a negotiated at the edge of But despite these drawbacks and despite its
Elise means that - up to 100mph or so - adhesion, the chassis balanced between age, the original Elise is an undiminished

supercars and Scoobies are going to be _ brilliance and oblivion, is all down to your talent; drive a good one and you may well
perplexed by your continued presence in their  personal input. wonder why some folk spend tens of

rear-view mirrors: Add a winding road to the Pushed bayond thelimibmnsi:Elise will spit thousands more‘on'secondband Ferranis .
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GUIDE: LOTUS ELISE

135 was excellent, the K-series WC-propell
1115 almost as good, the Sport 160 dire unless
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K WHEEIS&TYRES
' There aren't many aftermarket wheel options
available for the Elise - although Rota
(through ) does do a good-
mmﬁwmmmﬂlm
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