s ~ PEUGEOT 205 GTi 1.9

PRICE £39295, TOP SPEED 120mph, 0-60mph 7.8secs, MPG 28.1
FOR Performance, handling, gearchange AGAINST Steering, idle

MAINTAINING
THE ADVANTAGE

Just as Peugeot’s rivals were catching up with the popular GTl hatchbackin
1.6-litre form, a big-valve, 1.9 version has been introduced in the UK
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uch is the state of technical
advance in the car industry that
is quite possible for a trend-
setting new model to be matched and
overtaken by the competition if the
manufacturer sits back and basks in
the glow of success for too long.
Peugeot is clearly not prepared for
that to happen with its ultra-success-
ful 205 range in general and the
top=af-the-line GTi in particular.
When it looked like the opposition
might be closing in on the little
hatchback inthe performance stakes,
the 1580ce X1SJ engine which pro-
vides such exhilarating performance
sprouted a big-valve cylinder head.
This increased the power output
from 105 te 115bkp without losing




any of the original engine's excellent
bottom end and mid-range response.

For 1987, the 1.&litre GTi con-
tinwes, but just (o head off any
challenges from other hot hatchback
manufacturers, Peugeot has pro-
duced a 1.9-litre version, the 205 GTi
1.9

This is claimed 10 be the fastest-
ever road-going version of the car
with the exception of the mid-
engined Turbo 16, 4 model required
by the now-defunct Group B homo-
logation regulations.

Externally, there is nota great deal
to give the game away. The cagle-
cyed observer will note the larger,
15inz diameter wheels fitted with
185/35 section tyres and the new

badges, but otherwise there is no-
thing fo distinguish the 1.9 GTi from
the 1.6. Inside there are leather-
trimmed side cushions for the seats, a
leather-rimmed steering wheel, and
leather gear lever gaiter. Standard
equipment includes electric windows
and central locking.

Mot so obvious, though, are the
mechanical changes associated witha
15bhp increase in power and a 211b ft
increase intorque, The 1. 9model, for
instance, boasts four-wheel  disc
brakes (the 1.6 GTi has rear drums),
thicker anti-roll bars and revised
spring and damper rates while the
gearbox has been uprated and, in
combinationwith the larger diameter
wheels, produces an  mph-per-

1000rpm figure in fifth of 2009, as
opposed to the smaller engined GTi's
18.7mph per 1000rpm. At the front,
the track has been reduced by 0.4ins
and larger wheel bearings are fitted,
while at the rear the track isincreased
by a similar amount to cater for the
salid 9. 7ins diameter discs,

The XU A engine {see Technical
Focus)is, of course, at the heartofthe
new  Peugeol. The fuel-injected
1%5ce unit is in faet similar 1o that
fitted to the Citroén BX GTi, and
although the torque figure of 1191k ft,
peaking at 47500pm, might suggest a
certain intractability at low speeds
and constant gear changing once out
on the open road, a perusal of the
torque curve reveals that the usable

figure is above 1081k it from 2200rpm
to GXrpm.

Because the larger displacement
power unit requires very few chanees
in ancillary hardware — @t retains
Baosch L-Jetronie fuel injection —
kerbweight remains similar to that of
the 1.6 GTi, as does the front-rear
weight distribution.

PERFORMANCE

We have often praised the perform-
ance onoffer from the 205 GTiand we
make no excuse for emphasising it.
Thankiully none of the immense
tractability and willingness to rev is
lost in this long-stroke development
which has served o boost perform-
ance with gains in acceleration, b
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was probably inevitable that
fhe, Paugnm 21}5GT1= angma

- displacement of 1580cc to the
| larger size of 1905ce. Why?
Because although they carry
different identification codes —
the 1.6-litre is the XUSJ while the
1.9isthe XUJA—they sharethe
same aluminium alloy cylinder
. block with cast iron liners,

longer-throw  crankshaft, the
. block very obwiously being de-
~ gigned with the larger displace-
. mentin mind such is the amount
- ofspace inthe crankecase. ltisnot
-almphr a case of slipping in the

“new crankshaft, however: the

The main difference is Ihé\

_change also requires different
connecting rods plus alterations
to the pistons and combustion
chambers to produce a slightly
lower 9.6:1 compression ratic
{the 1.6-litre engine is set at

k:H

The result is that the bore
remains the same for both powar
units, at 83mm, while the stroke
grows from 73 to 8Bmm. Predict-
ably, power and torque outputs
hawve increased accordingly, the
farmer climbing from 115bhp at
B260rpm to 130bhp at G000rpm
and the latter from 98Ib ft at
4000rgrm to 1191k ft at 4750rpm.
Bosch L-Jetronic fuel injection is
used on both engines.

The gearboxis, of course, part
of the key to getting the power to
the ground effectively. In the
case of the 1.9 GTi, the first and
sacond gear ratios have been
raised compared with the 1.6
version while the final drive is
also higher (3,69 versus 4.08), a
change with which the more
powerful engine is capable of
coping and which has the added
benefits of endowing the carwith
a higher theoretical maximum
speed and more long-legged
cruising ability,

The single dry plate, di-
aphmgrn spring clutch with its
cable operation remains the
same diameter at 7.9ins.

A top speed and mid-range torque so
that the engine very rarcly fecls
stressed.

From a driver’s point of view, this
latter aspect becomes more obvious
when travelling at motorway speeds
in fifth gear. There is a eut of 1.3sees
aver the 30 to T0mph span compared
with the 1.&-litre-engined 205 GTi.
The faster the speed the more
impressive the result, with the 70 1o
Hmph step showing a 1.7 second
advantage. In third gear, which is
ideally suited to motorway overtak-
ing, topping out at 89mph, the 50 10
Tomph figure is reduced to 4. 9sees for
really brisk acceleration.

In absolute sprinting terms the
Peugeot 205 GTi 1.9 s just as difficult
a car (if not moare s0) o aceelerate
quickly off the line asits less powerful
brother, simply because you can
pmokt:xmm'w wheelspin without
really trying, Even a feathered cluich
start brings wheelspin as full power is
fed through the wheels. The front of
the car goes very light, and it takes a
good bit of patience trying different
launch technigues until you feel the
results are truly representative of the
available performance. Only one
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gearchange 15 required 1o reach
6mph, which appears in only
7.8secs, a figure considerably better
than all of the Peugeot’s close rivals
with the notable exception of the
giant-killing Renault 5 GT Turbo.

The 205 GT: 1.9 also gives a
reasonable account of itself in rop
speedtoo. Itis not the fastesl carinits
class bul manages a respectable mean
miaximum speed of 120mph with the
cngine fturning over at 5750rpm,
slightly under peak power but close
enough w illustrate the near ideal
geanng.

As with the more humble 1.6-litre
versions, the gearbox s adelight with
its light and casy change and ratios
carefully chosen for smooth accelera-
tiom. In the case of the 205 GTi 1.9
those ratios are slightly altered to suit
the modified engine characteristics.
For instance, both first and second
are higher, a5 is the final drive, This
means that whereas the 1.6 litre GTi
pulls 18 63mph/L0Mrpm in fifth gear
the 1.9 version returns a higher
20.80mph/ 1000rpm,  To put o
another way, a steady Tmph in the
1.9 equated to 3350rpm, down from
3750rpm in the regular 205 GTi.

During the course of the test period
there were no problems in starting,
even insub-zeroconditions, illustrat-
ing the effectiveness of the fuel-
injection system, although the engine
does have a tendency 1o hunt on idle
whether hot or cold.

By modern standards an overall fucl
consumption figure of 28, 1mpg (or
such a high performance device a3
this i particularly praisworthy, but
even this figure is beaten well down
the listings by apposition from the
Toyota Corolla GT 3-door
28.8mpg — and the hot hatch fore-
runner, the Golf GTT— 29.0mpg.
Put into perspective, this figure is
still better than some 1.6-litre-en-
gined cars we could name and does
illustrate that in this case, a large
engine in a light bodyshellis indeed a
good recipe for acceptable economy,
The fuel tank is of 11 gallons and
theoretically has a range of just aver
300 miles between fills, however the
pointer on the fuel gauge of the test
car had a habit of dropping on to the
reserve section at the 250-mile mark
on the odometer, Refuelling re-

\'Imlutllhetg o be 1.5 gallons remain-
g in the tank.

The 205 GTi 1.9 is one of the few
new cars that suffers quite badly from
fucl surge — on sharp right-hand
bends — even with an indicated
quarter tank of fuel remaining. This
results in jerky progress, with the
eagine coughing and spluttering unnl
the wheels are turned straight and the
fuel contents stoshed back over the
pick-up.

The bocking fuel filler cap is neatly
ncorporated into the side trim and is
of a convenient height set into the
offside C-pillar so that the user does
not have 1o S100p 10 remove it.

REFINEMEN

The change in ge g has helped to
imprave the overall refinement levels
andd at Tmph in filth for mstance the
LOditre engine is clearly quicter
thunks 10 more leisurely revi. At
lower speeds, however, there is
considerably maore road noise from
the wltra low-profile Micheling with
their wider contact arca. Also thereis
a marked boominess a1 lowish engine
revs, again more so than in the
smaller engined variant,

Wind noise is well controlled up e
wery high speeds and at the maximum
legal limit certainly does not present
any real problem. One previous
source of complaint with all 2035, that
of a noisy booster fan, appears o
have been solved if current examples
are anything 1o po by, Previcusly
there was always an audible whirning
with the fan set even on its lowest
setting; that is now absent,

The only real refinement com-
plaint with this {and indeed with the
less powerful 205 GTi) is the car's
inability 1o crawl aleng in slow
maving traffic at a smooth pace. Part
of the prablem can be attributed o
the ultea light throttle which needs
only a slight flexing of the big o2 10
send the car surging forward; the
other part comes from the hunting
nature af the engine on idle, This
characteristic  disappears  totally
when the throttle is loaded,

As s00n as one encounters a less than
perfect section of road in the 206 GTh
1.9t soon becomes apparent that the
ride does not have quite the absor-
bent charactenistics as the 1.6-litre
car, The ride is notably firmer,
uncomfortable at times and certainly
much less of a compromise. Springs,
dampers and auu-roll bars are all
uprated inan effortohelp handle the
sizeable boost in performance,
Though the ride has suffered, out-
right handling is certainly more
predictable, There is Hule body roll
and the car feels far tauter in hard
cornering and exhibits very little
pitch during hard acceleration or
braking manoguvres, Combine this
with steering which, as we have pre-,
viously commented, seems (o have
a very quick response cither side of
the straight ahead position despite its
3.8 turns bock 1o lock, and you have a
car which is an extremely neutral
handler in most circumstances but
one that ¢an be flicked into oversteer




PEUGEOT 205 GTi 1.9

on a trailing throttle. The owverall
handling balance of the 1.6 205GTi
was spoilt only by this strong over-
steering response which can call for
guick steering counter measures 1o
avoid aspin; the 1.9-litre version with
its wprated suspension and further
fine tuning exhibits similar oversteer
characteristics but build up is more
gradual so that a driver has more time
1o take corrective action.

Improvements in overall handling
hiave come at the expense of sieering
effort o some degree, which is
considerably greater in the 205GTi-
1.9 50 that you really have to fight the
wheel when taking tight corners at
speed, Thankfully Peugeot has seen
fit to replace the rather uncomfort-
able plastic-rimmed steering wheel
with a thicker leather rim which feels
far more comfortable to hold and
allows a driver to counteract sieering
resistande 1o some degree, Al park-
ing speeds steering effort really is
substantial, approaching Fiat Sirada
Abarth 130 TC levels,

Omn paper the brake specification
loaks very good with huge ventilated
front discs and solid dises of similar
size at the rear replacing the previous
drum arrangement, The results of the
Fadde tests showed virtually mo trace of
brake fade with pedal pressure stabil-
ised at 261b during the latter half of
the 10 high-speed 0.5g deceleration
runs. Though pedal pressure remains
light there was no shortage of feel
through the pedal and lintle chance of
premature locking. The response
tests gave reasonable results con-
sidering the [ar from ideal rest
conditions, though handbrake per-
formance proved less satisfactory
barely holding the caronthe indtest

e

The driver position is little changed
from the current 1.6-litre 205 GTi but
it felt as though there was slightly
more padding in the differently
trimmed seat bases. Apart from this
feature, and the thicker far more
comfortable leather-bound wheel,
both cars appear identical.

Seat adjustment is via the usual,
simple turnwhee!l, and some form af
lumbar and seat height adjustment
would be welcome. Otherwise the
seqts themselves offer a reasonable
amount of lateral and vertical support
and proved relatively comfortable
after longish matorway trips.

The steering column is set a little
oo low for some tastes and taller test
drivers complained that the wheel
occasionally rubbed against  the
knees,

The pedal arrangement is abso-
Rutely right for heel and toe changes
with plenty of space in the footwell
arca, even for size 10 shoes. The
instrument layout follows the normal
05 GTi pattern with matching
speedometer and tachometer Mank-
e either side by ancillary gauges.
The layout isvery clear and night time
legibility good. Column stalks, one
either side of the wheel operate
indicatorsTights {left) and washers/
wipers (right). Both are within casy
reach without the user having to take
his hands from the wheel. The gear
chamge is very light and requires only
a gentle movement 0 engage cach
ratio while the clutch requires a more
substantial, though not excessive,
351b pedal effort.

Ancillary  switchgear is doited
around the dashboard as before with
the wsual array of push button
switches; the rear wash/wipe control,
however, 15 now incorporated in a
small button on the end of the nght
hand ealumn stalk which is easier 1o
find but annoying in that the only
tling is a simple single sweep and

tltaneous wash.

CONVENIENCE

As mentioned previously, there are
very few interior alterations on the
19 GTi compared with the 1.6
version, so most of the comments
which pertain to that model also
apply to its larger-cngined brother,

Certainly there are the leather-
trimmed seats, but these make no
difference in terms of comfort or
location compared with the cloth-
covered items of the 1.6,

Of more use 1o the driver and
passengers are the clectric windows
and central locking, both standard
cquipment items on the 1.9 GTi. In
fact, the car is well equipped for the
class, with such items as remotely
aperated door mirrors, locking fuel
cap, stereo radiofcassette player and
halogen driving lights included in the
Price tag,

The only extra fitted to the test car
was a glass sunroof with sliding
sunblind. Unfortunately, freezing
weather precluded experiencing the
delights of thesunroof, butit seems to
operate easily enough and in the b

Front seats sport a new leathar gide treatment

_

206 GTi offers the same convenience as the olfver 206s

I

1 Wentilation cutlof,  Camtrals far hazand fashonhested rear windowilighterfog lights, 3
Lightsfindicataraarn stalk, 4 Ol peessuna gauge, § Fuel gauge, 6 Speedomaeter, 7 Waming
: . o lights, 8 Rev counter, 3 06l temperature gesge, 10 Water tempersture gauge, 11

e "l — — ., Wiporewashars stalk, 12 Rheostat, 12 Vientilation corrol, 14 Digital elack, 158 Tamparature
Instruments are as the 1.6 GTi. Stearing wheel was thought foo low

and fan contrals
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ROAD TEST

OVERALL LENGTH w5s”/ amst— 1

i

=—TOVERALL WIDTH d1871572

2

COSTS

Pricas _

Basic £7460.87

§Er:inlt:ar'l'm¢ EE621.73

VAT E1212.40
__Totaliin GB) £9295.00

Licence F100.00

DeliverychargelLondan) EV12.00
Nurnber plates [+

Tatalon theRoad £9527.00

[excluding insurancel

Insurance group. ~ OA

EXTRAS [ine VAT)

lassslding sunrool £187.00

Total as tested

onthe ro £9714.00
SERVICE & PARTS

Interval
Change 6000 1Z,000 24,000

'Enginnoi! Yes  Yes fas
Qi filter s Mo 5}

Gearbox il No Mo a5
Sparkplugs Mo Yes YEs
Air cleaner Mo No Yag

SPECIFICATION

ENGINE
Transvarse fron, front-wheel drive.
Head/biock al. alloy, al. alloy.
4 cylinders in ling, wat linars, 5 main
bearings. Watar coolad, electric fan,
Bore 83rmm (3.27in), stroke BEmm
(3.46in), capacity 1905cc [116.3 cu in).
Valve gear ohe, 2 valves per
cylinder, toothed balt camshaft drive.
Compression ratio 9.6 1o 1. Bosch
L-Jetranic injection.
Max power 130bhp (PS-DIMN)
(96 9kW 150)) at B000rpm. Max torgque

11871 ft at 4760rpm.

TRANSMISSION

S-gpaad manual,
Gear Ratic  mph1000rpm
Tap 0.86 20.80
Ath 1.07 16.72
drd 1.36 13.15
Znd 185 G671
15t 292 R

Final drive: helical, Ratio 3,60,

SUSPENSION
Frant, independent, MacPherson
struts, coil springs, telescopic
dampars, anti-roll bar,

Rear. indapandent, trailing arrm with
transverse worsion bars, wlescopic
dampsers, anti-roll bar,
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Headlamps 110/120W, Reversing lamg
standard, 14 electric fuses. Z-speed,
plus intermittent screen wipers.
Electric screen washear. Air blending
interior heater. Cloth/leather seats,
cloth headlining, Carpat floor
conviering. Scissor jack; 2 jacking points
aach side, Laminated windscreen.

PERFORMANCE

consumption measuring equipment
incompatible with fuel injection.

Autecar formula:  Hard 25.3mpg
Diriving Average H.9mpg
and conditions Gentle 36.5mpg

Grade of fuel: Premium, 4-star [97 BM)
Fuel tank: 11 Imp galls (50 1itres]
Mileage recarder: 2.9 por cent long
Oil: (SAE 10W/A0) nagligible

BRAKING

Mé’::’:"—"‘" 5“55'3?“ e Fade (from 87mph in neutral)
ATl Padal load for 0. i
TTop (MSSR] 120 193 570 | Govvana’ oo sarvena
{Best) 123 198 SS00 1 2016 6 2224
Sth 113 182 2 W T 2626
3rd 89 143 BEDD 3 2220 2606
—Znd G5 06 BEN ~4 7274 o 7676
€E AN 66 EB0N 5 pErr 10 2626
ACCELERATION
FROM REST Respanse (from 30mph in neutral)
True Tima Spoodo Load Distance
mph lsee) mph 101 0.76 LI
] 25 - || Hib ek
4.1 a0 30 b 072 A1.8f
538 50_ | 35 0.85 T5.4it
78 60 Handbrake  0.20 1501
10.8 Pkl Max gradiont: 1 in 4
13.7 a1 CLUTCH Pedal 351b; Travel Sin
18.2 a3
23.8 103 WEIGHT
5.4 112 Karb 17 Scwt/20061h/S7 kg
- 1256 {Distribution F/R, 62.0¢38.0)
Standing Ye-mile: 16.3sec, B7mph Test 21 _bewl 2406l 1091 kg
Standing km: 30.2¢e<, 106mph Max paylead 961/1/435kg

] B otal cost  E27.46 (A2 60611491
ol ' [Assuming labour at £20.15 an
s =2 heur ine VAT)
L |82 PARTS COST (inc VAT
! | & Brake pads (2whesels] front f21.27
|2 Bialicahoaniz'pmaa sEmar E22.08
= FE—— __Exhaustcomplele E108.3%
. = Tyre—each{typicall FH5.60
£ L 2| = Windgcreen £91.4:
= ! Headlampunit F52 50
| GROUND CLEARANEL 477120 4 i :':;’:’-b":%'—- e
WHELLBASE 3537/ 2420 —— =] SCALE 141 WARRANTY
FRONT TRACK 548/ 1303 REAR TRACK 52471332 CVERALL DIMENSIONS. ins [ o m ;ﬁ;_"g;';:‘l‘:::'m'lﬂd mileage, 6-year
MODEL STEERING IN EACH GEAR EQUIPMENT
Rack and pinion, Stearing wheel mph Top 4th  3rd Znd ey
diameter 14,250, 3.8 turns lock to 10-30 — T £1 3 "~ Cruisecontral
PEUGEOT 205 GTi 1.9 lorck, 2040 93 64 46 31 Economy gauge
BRAKES 050 85 60 44 37 Fivaspeed "
PRODUCED BY: Dual circuits, split frontiroar, Front ﬁ?g : E El'g :; 3.6 Limitedslip difterential
Peugeot Automebiles S4, 75 Avenus 0 Fin [246mm] dia discs. Resr9.7in =i e — _ Powersteering
e la Grande Armie, Paris, France (P48mm) dia discs, Vacuum servo. T T R = Fev countar s
Handbrake, cantre lever acting on réar 100 13'4 0.6 ?z'“;:‘:g::‘[;fm"‘“m“
SOLD IN THE UK BY: HETE WY e WwE = — Haadrests front
Puugao‘t.Tnlbot Mator Co Ltd WHEELS T
Internationsl House, Allay, Gin rims. Tyres (Michelin MXV-P | CONSUMPTION Heahtad) T
BB A1, am test car), size 1B5/E5VR1S, FUEL Lumnbair sdustent
Bickenhill Lane, pressures F29 R29 pai (norrmal Owerall mpg: 281 (10.0litres100km) Rearseatbelts
B Given driving). &2mpl Seatbackrecline L
Birmingham B37 THZ EQUIPMENT B T
Battery 12V, 2840, Allernator 554, Autocar constant speed fusl Sphilrearsents

Doormireor remote control
__ Electricwindaows (front]

[ raarwindow
Sunroof
Tinteed glass
Headlam pwashhwips

Tailgatewashiwipa [ ]

Cantrallockin

Child prool locks .

Clock [ ]

Foglamps [
__Internalboot release A

Locking fuelcap ®

Luggage cover L]
Metallicpaint [ ]
Radio/cazsatte [}
-

[ ]

Aanialimanuall
Spieskers
@ Standard NA Not applicable




THE OPPOSITION

FIAT UNO TURBO £7490
Fiat"s standard-setting supermini, Tosted 31Jul 1985 =
Car of the Year in 1984, remains a ENGINE 1299cc
very compefitive package. The Max Powner 106bhp at5750rpm
intercoaled turbo engine is pur- %ﬂﬂ_” 10815 ft a1 3200rpm
pose-built and delivers smooth _Geanng ___ 20.01mphi1000rpm
and immediate power with virtual- :'“‘“:‘I‘:‘ng ]W"'ﬁ‘"m"“éi{
ly no sign of lag. Exciting perform- Arltfll:rdm:t?c rELE A
ance is achieved without sacrific- % Speed [}
ing fuel economy. Nice gear- “Hadie [} Rt S
change, tolerable ride, while hand- Sunroof E208 ~ TOPSFEED 120mph MPG 26.1
ling and grip are excellent WEIGHT 19761b D-62miph R Range ZESmilas
FORD ESCORT RS TURBO £10,028
Anyone who drove the eriginal Testod 27 Pug 1986 S ————ey
Escort RS Turbo is likely to be _ENGINE 1557cc \
disappointed by this latest, softer MaxPower _ 132bhpat5/5dpm s
version. The car is still an impress- M‘.‘:?EZH‘)’M_
ive contender among hot hatch. —Gearng 22 RN N e
: : WARRANTY 12/UL, Ganti-rust
backs — mechanical refinement
3 InsuranceGroup [o]:%
and fuel consumption have been Futomaile A
improved, but the increase in SSpeed @
overall gearing means that the Radio E (] 3 e o
new RS Turbo has lostsome ofthe  _ Sunroof EST2T TOFSPEED T2dmph MFG 74
edge of the previous car WEIGHT 2247 0-E0mph 9. 250cs Range 290 milas
LANCIA DELTA HF TURBO IE
Worthy, but often forgotten con- Tested 27 hugl9B6
tender in the hot hatch stakes, ENGINE 1585ce
especially in 1987 specification Max Pawar 140hhn!t5§‘1ﬂ'nm
with cleaned up outside and very éurqgn 2;492‘}" 7?&"”""
much improved interior. Above et S 'mftli'slml_':ﬂ:{
average refinement levels for an InsuranceGroup Oh
ltalian performance car. Modest Automatic A
body changescloak quite substan-  ~ 5.Speed o
tial mechanical revisions especial- Hadio [£5]
Iy to the engine, which now has an Sunroofimanual} e ] TOPSPEED 118mph MFG 25
intercooler for the turbo _ WEIGHT 235215 0-62mph B.5secs Range 310miles
RENAULT 5 GT TURBO £7695
This Renault undeniably sets new ™ Tested Z6Mar 1986
standards of performance for the ENGINE 1307ce
whole, keenly squabbling hot MaxPower  115bhp atE7Epm
hatchback brigade including the E"ﬂ[w 21?:;:*“":‘?%'!3"' &
= I aarnng & ph' pm
GolfGTi-Aberth 130TC elitecorps.  —Grpallee— =P NrEs o —
Ride is stiffish, and itundersteersa
; : 2 : Insurance Group — OA
little with power, but straight line Rartarsiie A
stability is excellent and cornering G-apood []
behaviour good. Visibility is not Radio ]
ideal, rear isvery cramped. Enging Bunroof E140 TOPSPEED 124mph __MPG 7]
incorporates latest technology. WEIGHT 174810 Q-60mph 1. 1ses __Hange 240 miles
TOYOTA COROLLA GT 3-DOOR
Now one of the quickest of all the Tostod 10Apri98s
perfarmance hatchbacks. Toyota ENGIME 1567cc
createdthis pocket rocketby fitting  _ MoxPower  118bhpat 6500rpm
its 1887¢e twin-cam, 16-valve en- M&Em“ﬂmm
gine to the competent, but rather "ﬁélmﬂ._..'! .Gmph/100drpm
mundane, Corolla hatchback. An —AeRRANTY 121U Banti-rust
- o A \'I'Eth ns-uranu_:group
impressive  perfo T A
119bhp on tap. It possesses 5-Spead [
Japanese traits of good finish and Radio 0] =
generous equipment levels. Hand-  — Sunroof [ TOPSPEED 102mph MPG 788
ling isgasilyuptothe performance WEIGHT 20911k 0-G0mph 8.5sacs Range 35 miles

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF GTI

Must go down as one of the
decade’s trend-setting cars, the
latest version combings the won-
derfully smooth, free-revving 1.8-
litre VW engine with the estab-
lished advantages of the Mk2
Golf's roomier body. It's not
cheap, but for your money you get
a tremendously refined package.
Ride and handling are especially
good

Tasted 12 Mary 1584
ENGINE 17rgice
Max Power 112bhpat S800rpm
Torgque 114lbftat3100rpm
_ Gearing  21.26mph/1000rpm
WARRANTY 12UL, Banti-rust
lingu rance Group OA
Automaiic MNiA
5-Speed SUPTRE [
Fadio L [
Sunroof Y = ® TOPSPEED 11dmph MPG 29.0
WEIGHT 2063ih O-B0nmplh B.Bsacs Range 230 miles

® Standard O Optional ot excra cost 1 Part of option package NA Not applicable DO Dealer Option
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4 closed position did not seem
responsible for any obvious increase
in the amount of wind noise.

Winter weather always provides
the opportunity to try out a car's
heating and ventilation arrange-
ments to the full, and here the
Peugeot's air-blending heater seems
o cope well. It provides copious
amounts of warm air for guick
demisting as well as reasonably
precise temperature control, The
only slight let down in this area is the
rear wiper, which works on an
intermittent-only basis, The rear
windows of hatchbacks always attract
considerable amounts of road dirt
and spray and the facility to have a
permanently activated wiper o keep
the glass clean is almost a necessity in
some weather conditions. It is not
enough to keep the button on the end
of the Peugeot's right-hand sialk
permanently depressed because the
washer is activated as well.

Oddment space, as with other 203
models, is adequate. There is a tray
moulded into the top of the facia plus
a bin m the centre console, a
hinge-down glovebox above the pas-
senger's knees and small, hard-sided
door pockets, One of the attractions
of hot hatchbacks is that they com-
bine high levels of driving pleasure
with a good degree of practicality.
The Peugeot isno exception thanksto
its splitffolding rear seats and a cargo
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Peugeot's distinctive lines are unchanged in latest sports varsion

area which sulfers virtually no intru-
ston from rear suspension compo-
nents.

In addition, the tailgate opens
down to bumper level and the small
tail-light clusters guarantee that the
opening is as wide as possible. The
engine compartment is quite full with
the 1.9-litre power unit and its
ancillary components, but the reser-
voirs are all casily reached as is the
battery,

One point which should be men-
tioned concerns the tyres. A chance
chat with a nearby tyre stockist
revealed that the 15ins Michelin
MXWV tyres finted to the Pougeot are
unusual in that they are 185 section
with a bow 55 aspect ratio. In fact, this
is a brand new tyre and is unlikely 1o
be generally available in the UK for
some months.

As ever, automolive safety can be
split into two distinet arcas: active
and passive. In the active area, the
Peugeot scores strongly with its
tremendous handling and impressive
braking — it actually gives the driver
a fighting chance of manoeuvring his
way out of a tricky situation. Overall
visibality is also good thanks to the
relatively slim A and B posts of the
205, although there can be something
of a blindspot in the rear three-
quarter arca because of the thickish

PEUGEOT 205 GTi 1.9

and hence obstructive rear pillars,

Onthe passive side, the 205 GTi 1.9
incorporates all the usual items such
as front headrests rear seatbelts and a
laminated windscreen. It has the
usual high-intensity rear foglights
matched by a pair of front foglights
which arc set info the spoiler. As
required by the Type Approval
regulations, there are no potentially
anjuricus internal o external projec-
tions and the body sides incorporate
plastic mouldings capable of absorb-
g small knocks and bumps.

The heart of this latest 205 is
undoubiedly the power unit, Leaving
aside for the moment the question of
putting 130bhp through the fromt
wheels of a relatively light car, it has
tobe said that the 1%5ccengine inthe
form fitted 1o the Peugeot is most
impressive. It providessmooth, clean
power right the way thraugh the rev
range, which equates to a really
noticcable improvement in respon-
siveness — and that for a car which
was already noted for ils responsive-
HCss,

In fact, the only complaint in this
area concems the tendency of the
engine to “hunt” at idle. It can make
the business of crawling along in
slow-moving traffic very unpleasant
because the car either stalls frequent-
Iy or makes forward progress in a

Spot the difference — front track has been reduced by 0.4ins :

series of kangaroo hops.

If one were 1o try to sum up the
basic difference between the 1.9 and
Lé-litre 203 GTis, onc could draw a
useful parallel between the Fuat
Strada 105 and 130TC models. The
fatter is a Cairly harsh, no-comprom-
ise machine which is clearly intended
for the owner who cnjovs driving
pleasure above all else. Excellent
performance and precise, predicts
able handling are perhaps s two
mast important attributes,

The 1.%litre GTi is somewhat
more refined than the Fiat, but the
conceptisvery similar. The steeringis
particularly heavy at low speeds, the
ride is notably harsher than the 1.6
GTi, the front wheels “tramline’
along the road surface like a competi-
tion car and, predictably, a bit too
much enthusiasm with the accelera-
tor pedal results in massive amounts
of wheelspin as the front wheels
serabble for grip,

Thereis nodoubt, though, that this
is a driver's car — as long as you like
very powerful front-wheel-drive
machines — for it accelerates, hand-
les and brakes with the best in this
class, Admittedly it is not a car which
will ever appeal to the mass market,
but we can only applaud any manu-
facturer building such a no-com-
promise model which also E55ES
such a commendably high driving
enjoyment quotient. W




